
PLATE II 

Burying the D ead, from the Seven Corporal Works of Mercy. Painted glass, c. 1500-

1520, from 18 Highcross Street, Leicester. Leicester Museums' collections. 



ENCLOSED IN CLAY 
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When, after the battle of Agincourt, Shakespeare's hero-king commanded 

The dead with charity enclose in clay 

he did not imply mere decent burial for the fallen, still less the pauper's 
funeral of later times. The ceremonies evoked were warmer and more 
serious. Some idea of what such a phrase would mean to Leicester people 
in the years before the Reformation can be seen in a piece of contemporary 
painted glass from 18 Highcross Street, Roger Wigston's house. Decent 
Burial of the Dead was regarded as one of the Seven Corporal Works of 
Mercy (Plate II). An excellent picture of sixteenth-century attitudes to 
mortality and of funeral customs may be gleaned from wills. Records survive 
of about one hundred and fifty townspeople's wills, proved during the reign 
of Henry VIII in the archdeacon of Leicester's court. They relate to all the 
city parishes except St. Margaret's, which was under another jurisdiction. 
All the wills here discussed were written in English, an interesting fact in 
itself. A further six, written in Latin, the latest irt date being 1525, have not 
been examined and are not listed in the Appendix. By far the largest number, 
about eighty, were made by St. Martin's people; next came St. Mary-de
Castro with more than thirty; the remaining parishes of All Hallows, St. 
Peter's, St. Nicholas' and St. Leonard's provided some half-dozen apiece. 
The remaining eleven came from the New College in the Newarke and from 
William Wigston's Hospital. The testators all began by commending their 
souls to Almighty God, to our Lady St. Mary and to all the holy company 
of Heaven or in some longer form, such as "to Almighty God by the mediation 
and intercession of our blessed Lady St. Mary with all the holy saints and 
company of Heaven" (142). 1 

I PARISH OF ST. MARTIN 

The majority of St. Martin's people wished to be buried in the church
yard, sometimes stipulating a place, as "the north side of the church" ( 2) . or 
"on the south side by my husband" (5), but thirty wished to be within the 
church. Nine chose to lie in St. George's chapel; these seem to have been 
members of the corporation or their widows, as Margery Graves (16),2 

Richard Gyllott,3 merchant of the Staple (17), Robert Staples, mayor of 
Leicester,4 (36) and Alice Staples (74), whose overseer and godson, Nicholas 
Reynolds,s was afterwards mayor. Second in popularity was the Lady Chapel 
with five burials, and the Chapels of St. Thomas; St. · Anne and the Holy 
Trinity were also used for interments. Robert Harrison, 6 parish clerk of 
St. Martin's, wished to be buried in the choir "against my stall where I was 
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accustomed to sit" ( 64); Robert Cowper, clerk, chose the chancel "if it shall 
please Master Vicar" and bequeathed him xld for the privilege (69); Agnes 
Trygge7 "under the stone where my husband is buried" (44) and Richard 
Beeston "before our Lady of Pity" (48). 8 Joan May9 left vjs viijd for "lying 
in the church" (20) and Richard Ayrero also left vjs viijd "for breaking the 
ground for my body" (27). Half a mark was the standard fee in 1546 and for 
a good many years afterwards.II 

When the testator had made provision for his mortal remains, he dealt 
with what may be described as ecclesiastical death duties or sometimes 
conscience money. First was the mortuary, or principal, his most valuable 
possession; often this was a garment, e.g. "my best tawny gown furred" (1), 
"my best hood after the custom of Leicester" (5), "my best hood for my 
principal after the custom of Leicester" (II), "my best beast for my 
mortuary" (4). After 1532 this obligation ceased. 

Sixty-seven of the testators bequeathed relatively small sums to "the 
mother church of Lincoln" or to "our Lady of Lincoln" or to "the repair of 
the church of Lincoln"; twenty gave ijd, twenty-four iiijd, six vjd, another 
six viijd, nine xijd and two xx<l. In addition there were forty-six legacies of 
money to the high altar of St. Martin's; on the whole these were for larger 
amounts: one vj' viiijd, five iij' iiijd, two xx<l, ten xijd, twelve viijd, thirteen 
iiijd and only two ijd. Agnes Hewlett said that this was "for tythes for
gotten" (70) and Richard Beeston left iijs iiijd to the high altar of Leicester 
Abbey for forgotten tythes as well as xijd to the high altar of St. Martin's; 
John Lambert earmarked his "for wax to be burnt before the Sacrament" (68) 
and Ralph Hill "in honour of the Blessed Sacrament" (63); John Best for a 
"light to burn before the Sacrament" ( 60) and Nicholas Heyne "to maintain 
the light before the Sacrament" (49). Some women bequeathed linen as 
well as money to the high altar, e.g. Margery Graves: "also to the said high 
altar a tablecloth of flaxen five yards in length to make an altar cloth" (16) 
and Isabella Gyllot "to the high altar of St. Martin's my altar cloth and xxd 
in money" (33). 

Some left money for specific purposes, as Walter Lyle12 "to St. Martin's 
church towards hanging the bells vj' viijd" (I9), Peter Beestell "xijd to St. 
Martin's church for repairs and to the same church my bed for the poor" 
(15), Isabella Gyllot "xiij' iiijd towards gilding St. John in the Trinity Chapel 
in the same church" (33). 

Many of the wills contain precise directions for the obsequies, and 
specify the money to be paid for them. The bells were usually to be rung. 
Fourteen testators bespoke all the bells: "all the five bells of St. Martin's" 
(63), "all the bells to ring for my soul" (60), "all the bells to ring for me and 
all Christian souls" (72) and "I will have all the bells to ring to move people 
to pray for my soul" (64). Joan May left xvjd to the ringers "for their 
labour" and v' iiijd to the church masters for the bells (20). This continued 
to be the regular fee for five bells for many years; there seems to have been 
a recognised charge for ringing also, e.g. Richard Ayre "to the Clerk, sexton 
and bellmen their duties after the laudable custom" (27). Seven of the 
testators provided for four bells, three asked for three and one for two. 
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According to the churchwardens' accounts the usual payment for four bells 
was xxd and for three viijd; that for two is not recorded. 13 

The usual form of funeral consisted of vespers of the dead, or placebo, 
on the evening before the interment, with dirige or dirge, requiem mass and 
burial in the morning. Requiem masses were also celebrated at intervals 
often daily up to thirty days after death, hence this provision for trentals. 
Thomas Smith, '4 who left money for trentals to be celebrated by some honest 
priest "who shall also say placebo and dirige for me" (31). Ralph Geils left 
xs to the Warden of the Grey Friars to sing a trental and iiijd to "every 
priest in the said Friars" (3). Isabella Gyllot arranged for a trental in the 
Austin Friars' church on the day after her funeral (33). The actual funeral 
was followed by breakfast for the mourners and the distribution of alms to 
the poor, when such had been bequeathed. Eleven of the more well-to-do 
parishioners of St. Martin's left money to the three orders of friars in Lei
cester to "bring me to the church" (20), to "bring my corpse to the ground" 
(9), "to attend my funeral and to sing mass and dirge" (36), "on the day of 
my burial the Friars to bring me to church solemnly" (49). Two people gave 
xijd to each house, three xxd, one ijs, four xl<l and one V5 • Ralph Gells (3), 
Miles Lambert,15 alderman of Leicester (8) and Thomas Smith (31) left 
money for services in each of the three friaries; William Kirkham bequeathed 
xiij5 iiijd to the Grey Friars unconditionally (56), Margaret Wall provided 
for an obit in their church (21), and Isabella Gyllot arranged for a trental in 
the Austin Friars' Church on the day after her funeral (33). 

More than half of the testators provided for a good turn-out of clergy 
at their obsequies, headed by Master* Vicar; then came the gild priests, the 
three belonging to the Corpus Christi Gild, "my three Chantry priests of 
St. Martin's" (34), and the one belonging to St. George's gild, "the mayor's 
priest" (47) or "St. George priest" (34). These five were the regular staff in 
St. Martin's but there was also a fluctuating number of salaried chantry 
priests, engaged to celebrate daily requiems for a year or two years in the 
church and they would be paid if they attended funerals as would priests 
from other parishes. Richard Ayre left viijd for the vicar of St. Martin's, 
vjd to "my priest within the same church" and iiijd to "any priest being at my 
dirge" (27) and Richard Reynold, another mayor,16 gave to "every chantry 
priest wearing a surplice iiijd" (51). The usual fee for the vicar's attendance 
was viijd, though he sometimes received xijd; chantry priests had iiijd as a 
rule and viijd occasionally. Richard Reynold was munificent; he bestowed 
xx<l on the vicar and xijd on the chantry priests (51). Some people made 
special arrangements, as William Coke, "I will have the parish priest and 
ten more and they shall have iiijd apiece and the parish priest viijd" (23) and 
William Barrow, "I will have our vicar and two chantry priests namely 
Thomas Hadefylde and William Ride" (50) and Nicholas Heyne wanted the 
chantry priests from St. Margaret's as well as all St. Martin's clergy (49). 
William Rubley called for the vicar of St. Nicholas', the vicar of St. Peter's 
and "Master Vicar of All Hallows" in addition to St. Martin's clergy (54). 
Towards the end of the period the priests of "the new bedehouse", the 

* Master implies that the priest was a graduate (Magister Artium). 
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Wigston Hospital, "Master Browne and sir Thomas Thorpe"* were drawn 
into the pattern; they received viijd when the vicar had xijd and the chantry 
priests vjd. 

There was also to be present a staff of laymen. The clerk, the sexton 
and the bellmen have already been noticed; quite as important were clerks 
or songmen, who officiated at funerals. There appear to have been two of 
them, "Robert Clerke and the other clerk" who received iiijd and ijd respec
tively under Thomas Eyreke'sn will (7); Robert was fortunate, he had double 
the usual fee. Joan May (20) and Margaret Couke (52) also refer to two 
clerks. There were choir-boys also; several testators left jd to "every child 
wearing a surplice" and William Rubley provided for "every child that hath 
a surplice jd and to every child that be clerks ob [half-penny] a piece" (54). 
It cannot be said for certain how many children were attached to the church, 
nor whether those described as clerks were servers or, more likely, school
boys. Thomas Wigston's will that divided vjs among "children that be 
present to help sing Dirige" in St. Martin's18 suggests that there was a fair 
number; yet it is unlikely that St. Martin's had more than the six or seven 
trained choristers that the great chantry college of Our Lady in the Newarke 
maintained. '9 

Another category of persons welcomed at funerals and provided for was 
the poor; nine parishioners of St. Martin's left money for them "on the day 
of my funeral" . Sometimes the dole was in money, sometimes in kind, e.g. 
Thomas Smith, "iijs to be spent on half-penny bread for poor people" (31) 
and Robert Staples, "on the day of my burial xxxs in bread to be distributed 
to poor people for charity" (36), Robert Burton20 was very practical "I will 
that v1i be distributed among the poor viz, at next Christmas xx5, at Candle
mas xxs, at Easter xxs, at Whit Sunday xxs, at Midsummer Day xxs" (72), 
and Agnes Bayt left iij' iiijd to be distributed on her funeral day to poor 
people in their houses (5). Thomas Wigston also left money, the large sum 
of x1i, to poor people in their homes.21 Poor men could be brought in as 
bearers. Richard Reynold provided for "four honest men to carry my body 
to church xijd each" (51) and Thomas Smith made provision for torches at 
his funeral, "the xiiij poor men holding the xiiij torches, xiiijd" (31). 

During the services a hearse-a frame with sconces- was set up over 
the corpse and several testators specified the amount of candle to be burnt 
upon it, as Richard Tough22 "two pounds of wax burned about my herse at 
my funeral" (n); Richard Ayre, "I will have v tapers of wax about my herse 
at the day of my burial-of half a pound each taper" (27) and Thomas 
Friend,23 "I bequeath one pound of wax and a half for tapers to be borne 
about my body and I will have the torch of Our Lady's gild" (42). Thomas 
Smyth made bountiful provision for wax : "I will that xld in wax be burned at 
my dirge, mass and burial and xij torches, namely four of Corpus Christi 
gild, four of St. Margaret's gild and four of our Lady's gild beyond the water 
and two new torches to the value of xd for St. Katherine's altar to be burned 

*Priests were usually designated dominus and this is really the equivalent of the 
modern Reverend. It is usually translated in English documents of the period as 
sir but it does not imply knighthood. 
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during my four trentals and for Our Lady altar to burn during morrow mass 
as long as it shall last" (31 ). 

The better-off provided for more masses after the funeral. Nineteen 
wanted a trental at the time of death. Thomas Smith had five trentals "in 
honour of the Five Wounds of our Lord Jesus Christ" with one to be done on 
the day of burial (31). Three testators specified two trentals and two had the 
five masses "of the Five Wounds of our Saviour" (7, 47). Another way of 
ensuring the soul's health was by a daily requiem for half a year or a year or 
even longer. Executors were directed to hire "an honest [i.e. reliable] priest 
to sing for me". Miles Lambert left iiij marks for the half year (8) and the 
usual stipend for a full year was v1i vjs viijd, e.g. Richard Ayre, "also v1i vj' 
viijd to wage a priest a whole year to sing for me and my wife at the Trinity 
altar in St. Martin's church" (27); sometimes it was less-only v1i-(33). 
Five testators provided for one year, two for two and one for four. Some of 
the salaried priests were directed to be present with the permanent clergy at 
matins, compline and the chief mass of the day (39, 40) and Thomas Smith 
said, "the priest who sings for me at St. Katherine's altar shall sprinkle my 
grave and my wife's grave with holy water every day" (31). 

There were some who willed an obit on the anniversary of their deaths, 
placing an obligation on their heirs; John Fuller (1) and Robert Staples (36) 
limited this to twenty years. Eight endowed an annual obit in perpetuity; 
these generally made the gilds of Corpus Christi and of St. Margaret's 
responsible. Richard Ayre left a close in St. Margaret's parish for an annual 
obit in St. Martin's: "I will that my said obit be kept yearly with dirge and 
mass sung after this manner and form : the vicar or his deputy at my dirge 
and mass have viijd also my chantry priests each of them iiijd also to St. 
George's priest iiijd also for bells v' also for poor people in alms viijd also for 
bread ale and cheese at dirge viijd also for wax iiijd also to be prayed for on 
the roll yearly iiijd also to the mayor of Leicester for the time being to offer 
the mass penny and make up iiijd, and the residue to the Corpus Christi gild, 
to see my obit is kept and if they fail, St. Margaret's gild shall enter the said 
close and have the obit performed in St. Margaret's church" (27). John 
Martyne2 4 left a house and two cottages to the Corpus Christi gild for a 
yearly obit in St. Martin's church : "to ring the bell on the day before my 
obit ijd, also v bells on the day of my obit; the vicar with the four chantry 
priests and the two clerks to attend the said mass, the vicar to have viijd, every 
chantry priest iiijd, the St. George's priest iiij<l and each clerk ij<l; fourteen 
poor men shall have xiiijd on the day of my obit; every member of the Corpus 
Christi gild shall offer jd at my obit; and if the Corpus Christi gild fail to 
keep my obit the house and cottages shall pass to the monastery of Ulvers
croft. After the death of my wife my house in Belgrave Gate and my close in 
Barkby Lane to St. Margaret's gild to keep an obit; to ring the bell on the 
day before my obit ijd and all the five bells rung on the day of my obit and 
the church masters to have the usual payment, the vicar of St. Margaret's 
shall have viijd, the parish priests iiijd each, the two chantry priests iiijd each 
and the two parish clerks ijd each; and if the St. Margaret's gild fail to 
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perform the obit then the house and close shall pass to the Corpus Christi 
gild to perform the obit" (35). 

Five at least of the more wealthy testators belonged to St. Margaret's 
Gild as well as to the Corpus Christi, and one of them, Thomas Smith, could 
also call upon "the gild of our Lady · beyond the water" and "the gild of St. 
John of Leicester" (31), attached to the church of the Austin friars and to 
St. John's hospital respectively.2 s Thomas Friend bespoke "the torch of our 
Lady's gild", which is probably that in All Hallows' church (40). Agnes 
Langthom26 confirmed her husband's bequest of their house to the Corpus 
Christi gild for the chantry priests (19); John Martin left X5 to "the priests 
that board in the chamber of Corpus Christi Hall and they to sing a trental 
for me" (35) and Robert Staples and Nicholas Heyne provided for food 
and drink after their obits in the Corpus Christi Hall (36, 49). 

St. Martin's parishioners also remembered the religious houses of Lei
cester in their wills. Besides bringing the corpse to church, the friars were 
sometimes asked to celebrate masses. Thomas Eyreke willed that "the 
warden of the Grey Friars say five masses at the altar of our Lady in the 
Friars Church and have xxd" (7). Richard Ayre left the Black Friars of 
Leicester "a cow and half a quarter of malt for building" (27). The Lazar 
House outside Belgrave Gate received xijd from Richard Ayre (27), 
xxd from Thomas Smith (31) and xijd from Richard Reynold (51); the same 
three men also left xijd, ijd and j5 each to the "six widows of St. John's". 
Both these ancient foundations were dedicated to St. John, and the St. John's 
gild provided chaplains to serve them. 21 Thomas Smith bequeathed vs to 
the bedehouse box in the Newarke and V5 to the common box of Wigston's 
Hospital (31); Richard Reynald also left V 5 to "the great bedehouse" and 
iijs iiijd to "Wigston's bedehouse" (51). Robert Cowper, who appears to 
have been one of the Corpus Christi gild priests, left iijs to "the common box 
of the new bedehouse of St. Martin"; he also gave xld to Margaret Shand, 
to Walter Browne, Master of Wigston's Hospital, and to Thomas Thorpe, one 
of its priests (69); Margaret Shand was, probably, a keeper or nurse there. 

A few testators remembered religious houses outside Leicester. John 
Martin made the priory of Ulverscroft the ultimate beneficiary, if the Corpus 
Christi gild failed to keep up his obit (35); Nicholas Heyne gave X5 to "Master 
Prior and his brethren" of Ulverscroft to sing mass, dirge and trental (49), and 
William Rubley appointed the prior of Ulverscroft as supervisor of his will, 
and bequeathed him vjs viijd for his trouble and xiijs iiijd to the canons "to 
pray for my soul and to say mass and dirge for me on the day of my burial 
and at my year's day" (54). The "House of St. Katherine beside Lincoln" 
received xx' from Isabella Gyllot (33) and iij' iiijd from Thomas Smith (31). 
Isabella also gave x' to our Lady of Walsingham, ~1j5 to our Lady of Ipswich 
and iij5 iiijd to the house of Burton Lazars (33). Roger Clarke provided for 
a trental, half of it to be sung in St. Martin's by a chaplain, sir John Cank, 
and the other half in Oxford, together with the five masses for the Five 
Wounds of our Saviour (47). 

Some few testators remembered villages and towns they, or theirs, had 
visited, as Isabella Gyllott, who left iijs iiijd to the high altar of Boston (33), 
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and Richard Ayre, who bequeathed half a quarter of malt to each of the 
churches of Wymeswold, Walton, Sileby, Cossington, Ratcliffe, Rearsby, 
Ratby and Birstall (27). Others made bequests to villages where they had 
family connections: Richard Tough, whose people belonged to Rothley,28 

gave iijs iiijd to the church there for mass and dirge and vjd a year from his 
land in Rothley for an obit (n); Agnes Bayt gave iijs iiijd to Nailstone church 
(5); Thomas Smith vj5 viijd each to Oakham and Burley Churches (31); 
Richard Cheval129 half a quarter of malt to Birstall Church (34) and William 
Borow ijd to Thornton Church (50).3° Agnes Watson, daughter of Gregory 
Watson, left "a pair of sheets the best I have to my master, the vicar of 
Whetstone" (71). 

II PARISH OF ST. MARY-DE-CASTRO 

Many of the parishioners of St. Mary-de-Castro were well-to-do, and thirty
three of their wills remain. These follow the same pattern as those of St. 
Martin's. Most were buried in the churchyard, but twelve wished to be 
inside the church: eight stipulated the chapel of the Holy Trinity, one, 
Richard Huddleston, St. Anne's chapel (107). Sixteen testators bequeathed 
a mortuary: Thomas Alam's was his best beast (77), Richard Boldman's his 
blue jacket (83), the others their best gown, their best garment or "according 
to custom". William Gibson3 1 left iijs iiijd to Lincoln Cathedral (78) and 
Emme Edlyng32 ijs iiijd to the mother church of Lincoln (80 ). The remainder 
bequeathed smaller sums: two gave xijd, one vjd, twelve iiijd and thirteen 
ijd. Similarly, William Gibson gave iijs iiijd to the high altar of St. Mary's, 
and a further iij5 iiijd for the fabric (78); John Chapman gave iijs iiijd for 
repairs (84); John Jackson33 xxs towards making a new roof in the north aisle 
of St. Mary's (96); Thomas Alam viij<l for mending the bells (77) and William 
Wightman ijs to repair the hangings belonging to the Trinity altar (108). 
Emme Edlyng provided ij5 for the high altar (80); other parishioners gave 
more modest sums: four bequeathed xxd, one xvjd, three xijd, two viijd, six 
iiijd and four ijd. 

Only three of St. Mary's people left money to the friars-all of them 
xijd to each house. Richard Leadbetter34 added a condition, "if the brothers 
bring my body to church on the day of my burial" (102). The church bells 
were bespoken twice: John Herying3s asked for four (91) and William 
Colinson36 for all the bells (105). 

Seven parishioners provided for dirge and mass with all the clergy of 
the church; mostly they left payment to the discretion of their executors. 
Where a fee was mentioned it was iiijd: e.g. Richard Morgan,37 "my body to 
be brought to burial with all the priests and clerks in St. Mary's church and 
my executors shall pay them as they think best and any other priests who 
attend my funeral shall have iiijd and clerks ijd and children jd" (94); and 
John Offam provided iiijd for every priest who attended his dirge and mass 
(103). 

Richard Chapman (84) and Joan Tide (104) each left xxd for five masses 
of the Five Wounds on the funeral day and five parishioners provided for 
trentals in St. Mary's; the fee, when mentioned, was x5• One man, Richard 
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Morgan, arranged for requiems; he left vj1i xiij' iiijd for "an honest priest to 
sing for me in the Trinity chapel" (94) and Emme Edlyng, widow of John 
Edlyng, was the only parishioner of St. Mary's to endow an obit. She made 
a charge of vj' viijd a year on her property in Knighton for a mass to be 
celebrated on "St. Sulpir Day, 17th January"38 in St. Mary's church (80). 

The one gild in which St. Mary's people appear to have been interested 
was that of the Holy Trinity in their own church. Seven made bequests to 
the gild, four in cash, three in kind. William Jackson39 (81) and Richard 
Ingulward (95), gave xijd apiece and Richard Bolman (83) and George 
Bockley (87) each vj' viijd. Margaret Herring, wife of John Herring, gave 
the gild a towel (82), and Alice Chamberlain, a widow, bequeathed two 
pewter plates and a dish (88). Sir Robert Starky, priest of St. Mary's, left to 
"the Trinity Chapel gild my best silver spoon, a board-cloth five yards long, 
a towel; a wool jacket, a pewter platter and the best candlestick" (97).4° 

Some eight testators remembered the poor. William Gibson left xifd 
to "each of the four men carrying my corpse" ( 78) and William Collinson41 

directed his executors to distribute vj' viijd to "poor people on the day of my 
burial" (105). William Wightman left xxx' for thirty doles of bread to be 
given to ''the poor of St. Mary's in their houses" (108) and Richard Lead
better bequeathed "two dozen of bread to be distributed for me to poor 
people in St. Mary's parish" (102). Richard Morgan charged his executors 
to provide enough bread and drink for poor people on the funeral day (94) 
and John Brown42 left a quarter of wheat to be distributed in bread and 
provided if' for "the ale mynders of Leicester Abbey" (92 ). 

·· One or two people also remembered poor folk in the hospitals. William 
Gibson gave xijd to St. John's, vjd to the poor "of the Townsend", xijd to the 
"lepars in the Lazaar House"43 and a further vj" viijd to the same Lazar 
House (78). John Witte gave id each to the widows of St. John's, iiiid to the 
Lazar House, xijd to the Old Bedehouse box and vid to the New Bedehouse 
box (98). John Brown bequeathed iii' iiijd to "St. John's light within St. 
John's of Leicester" (92) and sir Robert Starky left something illegible to 
"our Lady Chapel on the Bryge" (97). 

Sir Robert also endowed two obits to be said annually on 13 November, 
one in the abbey of Launde and one in the chapel ofWytton, Cheshire (97). 
John Jackson bequeathed v1i for "an honest priest to sing for me and my 
parents in the church of Ardolthorpe in Ingalmelle, Lincolnshire44 where I 
was born" and xx' for the repair of Ardolthorpe Church (96), and Richard 
Leadbetter bequeathed iij' iiijd to a chapel of St. Andrew in a Cambridgeshire 
parish (102). Nearer home, Thomas Alam gave viiid to the bells of Queni
borough and iiiid to the high altar there (77); Alice Chamberlain left iii' iiiid 
to Rotherby Church and to "the high altar of Rotherby my St. John's head 
to stand upon the altar" (88) (Plate III).44a John Heryng left vj' viiid to repair 
the bridge called Branson Brygge" (91).45 



PLATE III 

Head of St. John the Baptist, English Alabaster, mid-fifteenth century. Victoria and 
Albert Museum A.164-1946. (Crown Copyright). 
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III PARISHES OF ALL HALLOWS, ST. PETER, ST. NICHOLAS AND ST. LEONARD 

The remaining parishes, All Hallows', St. Peter's, St. Nicholas' and St. 
Leonard's, provide only twenty-eight wills altogether, in general from people 
in modest circumstances. It is noticeable that already, in Henry VIII's reign, 
there were close ties between All Hallows' and St. Peter's, e.g. John Hawes,46 

who was buried in All Hallows' Church, left "to my curate vicar of St. Peter's 
my best garment for my principal and to the vicar of All Hallows my second 
garment" (no). Five of the seven testators from All Hallows' parish were 
buried in the church; John Dawson47 wished to lie "near my mother if my 
wife can do so conveniently", otherwise in the high choir of St. Mary's, 
Nottingham (II2), and Dr. Ralph Burrell, vicar of All Hallows, stipulated in 
the choir "where the pulpit starideth" ( 114). Only small sums were be
queathed to Lincoln Cathedral; two gave ijd, three iiijd, and one xijd and the 
high altar received three legacies of iiijd, js and iijs iiijd. 

John Dawson left iiijd to the curate of All Hallows' "if he meet my body 
at the church" and ijd to every other priest attending the funeral ( 112 ). 
Dawson also provided for a trental, as did Dr. Burrell (114), William Halsope, 
tanner48 (115) and Cuthbert Pott, another tanner49 (u6). Dawson and Pott 
endowed obits in All Hallows'; the latter stipulated that the priest should 
have iiijd and the clerk ijd. William Halsope left iijs to be distributed in bread 
at the four gates of Leicester (115) and Cuthbert Pott gave X5 for bread for 
poor folk (II6). Dr. Burrell bequeathed his Dictionaries to "Master Vicar 
of St. Martin's", his Bible and Concordances0 to sir Robert Fayr, iij5 iiij<l 
each to the curate of Groby and sir Richard Blakeney and other monies to the 
vicars of St. Martin's, St. Mary's, St. Nicholas', St. Peter's and St. Leonard's 
(114). We would dearly love to know more of this learned vicar of All 
Hallows, who, it appears, was a doctor of divinity. The books here mentioned 
are interesting. The Dictionaries (Dictionarii) represent a growing field of 
interest open to printers for the provision of books for educational needs : 
grammar books and dictionaries to help in the study of Latin. One dictionary 
was printed by Pynson in 1499, another by Wynkyn de Worde in 1500; these 
two were often bound together. Burrell's copies could well have been these. 
Sir Thomas Elyot produced a more impressive one in 1538, but this may 
have appeared too late for Dr. Burrell who died in 1540. He lived long 
enough to possess a printed copy of the English Bible (Bybyll) which would 
almost certainly have been that of Miles Coverdale, first published in 1535. 
It is less likely to have been a copy of the Great Bible of 1539. The Con
cordance, for easy reference, could have been that of Thomas Gibson "most 
necessary to be had in the handes of all suche as delight in the comunicacion 
of any place contayned in the new Testament".s0 

Religious houses were mentioned in two of this group of wills. John 
Hawes left xijd to each of the three houses of Friars in Leicester; he also 
gave a tach (buckle) in silver gilt to our Lady of Grace at the Friars in the 
Ashes, and something illegible to our Lady on the Bridge (110). John Dawson 
bespoke a trental in the Austin Friars at Leicester; he also bequeathed iij5 iiij<l 
to sir John Day for the children in the Abbey at Leicester, and he gave the 
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Abbey his book called Carancopia (112). This is a nicely misspelt title of a 
much-printed book on Latin grammar and literature, rather as an under
graduate might take down the name of book title given to him verbally. 
Cornucopia contained a set of commentaries written by Nicholas Perotti, 
archbishop of Siponto, protege of William Grey, bishop of Ely, and of 
Cardinal Bessarion. A fairly standard text was that printed in Basel in 1521, 
and Archbishop Cranmer's copy survives in the British Museum. Here in 
Dawson's will is a link with the world of Italian Humanism, and in a layman.51 

Three of these testators gave money for church repairs; John Hawes 
left iij5 iiijd for general repairs at All Hallows' and a further xvj<l to be spent 
on the nave there (112). Hugh Tomson left iij5 iiijd each to the churches of 
Leek and Cheddleton in Staffordshire (111) and Dr. Ralph Burrell, the vicar 
bequeathed "to my own church a white satin vestment for our Lady with a 
Corporate case and the corporals in it of tussey also a white branch vestment 
in the hand of John Barroyrke" (114). 

The six wills that survive from parishioners of St. Peter's are similar 
to those of All Hallows'. Two testators wished to be buried in church, Agnes 
Rowlett beside her first husband Raulff, ( 119) and two bequeathed gowns 
for their mortuaries; Agnes Best, indeed, specified two gowns, her best and 
her second ( 118). The mother church of Lincoln received ijd from two 
deceased and iiijd from four, while the high altar had one bequest of vjd and 
three of iij5 • Robert Kettell also gave the church a ewe (117). Richard 
Stockwells2 left ij5 to his ghostly father, sir John Wardle, to celebrate the 
five masses of the Five Wounds of Christ and a mass of the Holy for his soul, 
and he charged his wife to keep an obit in St. Peter's Church while she lived; 
the bell was to be rung at the cost of xijd and ijd given to the ringer and two 
pounds of wax were to be burnt at these obits (120). Agnes Rowlett also 
endowed an obit, with bells, in St. Peter's church and left the residue of her 
estate to the church (119). 

There are also six wills from St. Nicholas' parish. Four of the testators 
were buried in the churchyard or church garth; William Bolt53 wished to lie 
in the church "near the body of my late wife paying the accustomed sum of 
iijs iiij<l" (126). Four bequeathed for their principal their "best good after 
the custom of the town", and Isabell Bukerfyld left viijd to sir John Curtis, 
vicar of St. Nicholas. Lincoln Cathedral received one legacy of j<l, and the 
high altar of St. Nicholas two bequests of iiij<l. Alice Powell gave the church 
"a bord-cloth of iiij yards to make an altar cloth" (123) and Agnes Bothe, 
"late the wife of Edward Bothe" gave two board cloths, one of diaper, the 
other of "pyllowbew" (128). Isabell Bakerfield left two of her best kerchiefs, 
"one to our Lady of Grace, the other to our Lady of the Bryge" (124). 

St. Leonard's, "in the suburbs of Leicester", provides nine wills. Three 
of the testators wished to be buried in church, William Aston "before our 
Lady and St. Bridgit" (135) and Thomas Smith (alias Eyton) and John 
Osborn (alias Smith) both left iijs iiijd to be buried in the church porch at 
St. Leonard's. Four persons gave their best garment or their best "good" 
for their mortuary. There were six modest legacies to the mother church 
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of Lincoln; three for ijd, two for iiijd and one for xijd; and five equally modest 
gifts to the high altar : two of ijd, two of iijd and one of xijd. 

Richard Bowkett was the only one of this group to leave any directions 
for his funeral day; he wished for a trental. He also gave iijs iiijd each to the 
Friars in the Ashes and to the Grey Friars to sing mass and dirge for him 
(134). Thomas Smith also bequeathed xs for a trental and iiijd for the widows 
of St. John's (136). 

Alice Wryth willed that "every house in the parish have a pennyworth 
of bread to pray for my soul" (133), and Richard Bowkett left xxviijs for a 
dole of bread to the poor of St. Leonard's parish (134). 

Richard Bowkett gave clothes to both the church and to his ghostly 
father, sir William Shepvard, (134); John Smith left iiij<l to the St. John's 
light at the high altar of St. Leonard's (131) and William Aston gave vjs viijd 
to St. Leonard's and, after the death of his wife, Katherine, his land in 
Stafford to the church of Kings Bromley "to pray for me and my mother" 
( 135). 

IV NEW COLLEGE AND WIGSTON'S HOSPITAL 

Two of the religious houses in Leicester, the New College of the Annuncia
tion of St. Mary in the Newarke and William Wigston's Hospital next to St. 
Martin's, were foundations for secular clergy who, unlike monks and friars, 
had property to leave and several of their wills are available. They were 
naturally buried with their communities; certain others who were closely 
connected with these communities, were also interred with them. 

One such was Richard Welsche, priest, an associate of William Wigston. 
He acted for him in some of the complicated transactions that endowing the 
hospital involved; he also witnessed the draft of Wigston's will.s4 Richard 
wished to lie in the Wigston Hospital Chapel near sir John Chorper. He 
left iiijd to our Lady of Lincoln and vs to the Hospital and a further xij<l to be 
spent on wax to burn before our Lady and St. Ursula.ss He provided for dirge 
and mass in St. Martin's church with Mr. Fisher, master of the Hospital, 
and all the priests of the parish; Mr. Fisher was to have xijd, the priests vjd 
and the clerks and the bells according to custom. He gave xijd to the poor 
man's box in the Hospital and another xijd to the poor box in the market. 
He bequeathed his saddle, bridle and the rest of his harness and his book 
called Laundulphe to his master (138). Laundulphe is Ludolphus of Saxony, 
a fourteenth-century Carthusian, who was the author of a much-read learned 
and devotional Life of Christ (Magna Vita 1esu Christi). First printed at 
Strassburg in 1474 and several times later, it was often translated into the 
vernacular, but not into English.s6 

William Fisher, first master of the Wigston Hospital, died two years 
later. He, too, was to lie in the chapel beneath the gravestone he had already 
prepared and he wished to have two pounds of wax made into tapers and 
burned about his body there. He had dirge and mass in St. Martin's church 
and bequeathed xijd to the vicar, viijd to every priest of St. Martin's at the 
services and iiij<l to any other priest of the town taking part and to all the 
clerks of Leicester present vjd apiece. He gave xijd to the vicar of St. Peter's 
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and xxd to his brother for saying mass and dirge and burying him in the 
chapel. He provided xs for a trental on the day of his funeral and for two 
more trentals to be celebrated in the hospital chapel by his successor, and he 
left him furniture, "my cupboard, my press, my settle and my bedstead 
within the chamber". He bequeathed xijd to our Lady's gild and ijd to the 
beedle and the bellman of that gild. He gave xijd to some people (possibly 
inmates of the hospital-the record is tom) "to amend their pattens"s7 and 
iiijd to the bedehouse box. He bequeathed his four best candlesticks to the 
chapel (139). 

The College of our Lady in the Newarke, being larger, provides the wills 
of five priests. John Osborn, who was a canon, was buried in the church 
and three of the four vicars specified the precincts or the cloister, William 
Read being precise, "nigh unto the Holy water stock" (147). Only one of 
these priests bequeathed a mortuary, "my best good after the custom of the 
College" (143) and only two, legacies of iiijd each to Lincoln Cathedral 
(143, 145). John Ingham made provision for the customary obit (140) and 
from William Reydes7 we learn what this was : Master Dean for dirge and 
mass ijs, every canon present xijd, every vicar vj<l, every chantry priest iiijd; 
the three senior clerks vj<l each and the fourth iiijd and the seven choristers 
xxjd and the master of the choristers iiijd; the verger iiijd and for making 
the grave vjd; the precentor for wax xvjd and the clerks of the revestry j<l each. 
He also gave iiijd to sir William Tybson and j<l to the Sympkin's chantry 
clerk. He gave V5 to the bedehouse box and stipulated that ijs be spent on 
bread, wine, ale and cheese at his wake (147). Sir William was one of the 
two priests who provided for trentals-xx5 for two; John Ingham was the 
other-xs for one (140). Three of these priests bequeathed vestments or choir 
robes. John Ingham left "my cope, my hood and my surplice" to William 
Harvy ( 140 ), Richard Smith "my best surplice, my best cap and my best 
tippet" to sir William Scott (145) and Thomas Glen gave his best surplice to 
Aylestone church, his book Legenda Aureas8 to "my bayley of Leicester" 
and a gilded spoon to the Corpus Christi gild (143). 

A few favoured and wealthy laymen, who had retired to the Newarke 
in their old age, were interred within its precincts. William Scott wished to 
lie in the bedehouse churchyard and he left ijd to the mother church of 
Lincoln. He left ij5 to Master Deyn,s9 xijd apiece to Master Burton, Master 
Croxsby, Master Gyllott, Master Hodshaw, Master Wylde and Master 
Swyllington and vjd each to sir Thomas Beswyte, sir Wylred Jee, sir John 
Lyderland and another sir John.60 He gave a penny to every bedesman and 
bedeswoman in the bedehouse and iijs iiijd to the bedehouse itself. He also 
left xijd each to the chapels of Harstall, Warton and Wyttington and provided 
for trentals to be sung at Alsay and Quyrdon (146).6 t 

Agnes Lemyngton chose to be buried in the Collegiate church and to have 
a tombstone. She gave her best gown for her mortuary and left xijd to the 
mother church of Lincoln. She had all the canons, vicars and chantry priests 
at her obsequies and bequeathed iiij5 to each of the three houses of Friars in 
Leicester to sing dirge and mass for her, and there were to be trentals on her 
funeral day in Leicester and at the Charity house in Coventry.62 She also 
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left vjli vj' viijd for a priest to sing requiem for her and her husband63 for a 
year. She gave xijd to the Sisters of St. John's, ·viijd to the Lazar house, 
iij' iiijd to the Wigston Bedehouse and a penny to every bedesman in the 
hospital in the Newarke and bread to other poor folk on her funeral day (144). 

The most splendid of all these Leicester funerals took place in the 
College of our Lady in the Newarke and were of members of the Wigston 
family. Most of their wills were proved in the archbishop of Canterbury's 
court64 but that of Elizabeth, widow of John Wigston and mother of the 
founder of the hospital, belongs to the Leicester series. She was to be buried 
in the Collegiate church near her husband,65 and she gave her best garment 
for her principal and xijd to the mother church of Lincoln. She provided 
for all the ministers of the College to be at her funeral; each canon was to 
receive ij', each vicar xijd, each chantry priest viijd and every clerk xijd, 
every chorister ·vjd and the verger vjd and all the bedesmen and bedeswomen 
and the keepers [nurses] in the bedehouse a penny apiece. There were to be 
twelve torches to be carried by twelve poor men and each was to have a black 
gown, also twelve tapers of a pound each carried by twelve poor women and 
each of them to have a black gown. After the funeral the torches and tapers 
were to be distributed among parish churches in the town and county of 
Leicester. Dirge and mass were to be sung in every parish church in Leices
ter, the vicars to receive viijd each and other priests vjd and the clerks vjd 
and all the bells rung according to the custom of the churches. Every house 
of friars in Leicester was to have vj' viijd, the Sisters of St. John's iij' iiijd 
and the Lazar House iii' iiijd. The large sum of xli was to be distributed 
among the poor on the day of the funeral and a further x1i spent on a dinner 
for her friends after the burial. She bequeathed xx' to the prioress and 
convent of Gracedieu and vj' viijd to Dame Amy Gyllott, a nun at Gracedieu 
and a kinswoman.66 As well as xj' to the Charterhouse at Coventry67 she 
provided for a requiem at Houghton-on-the-Hill and left xx' for her son 
Thomas, who was rector,68 to distribute among the poor of Houghton in 
meat, drink and money (142). 

On those funeral days and obit days, when the bells rang and there was 
chanting in the streets, when the clergy with one mind gathered at their 
altars to offer masses, when clerks and choristers lifted their voices in serious 
offices, when the poor and the aged were assured that for one day at least 
there would be comfort for body as well as for soul, these were no merely 
formal solemnities. Rather, in face of the awful mystery of death, there was a 
closing of the ranks, a drawing together of the universal Quire, 

That Church in triumph, this in warfare here, 
Warmed with one all-partaking fire 
Of love, that none be lost - - -

These wills show remarkably little prescience that within a matter of 
years much that the testators held dear would be swept away: requiems, 
trentals, obits, mortuaries, dirige, placebo, tapers, hearses and the rest. The 
poor would also be less remembered. This article is really a study of the 
medieval way of death but from it the student of social history can learn 
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much about the medieval way of life. The hopes and fears of men and 
women, their families and relations, their customs and practices, their posses
sions in money and in kind, their attitude towards their clergy, to the monks 
and friars, all are illuminated by a study of these Leicester wills. The few 
references to books tell us something of standards of literacy amongst the 
clergy. The wills certainly merit attention. A remote piece of Leicester 
history is given more meaning. 

APPENDIX 

The wills are to be found in the County Record Office, Leicester. Archdeaconry of 
Leicester Probate Records : Register I (1515-26), Register II (1526-33) and bundles 

of wills. 
ST. MARTIN'S : 

1 1514, John Fuller, Register Book I (1515-1526), fol. 341 
2 1516, Sir William Branston, Reg. Bk I, fol. 19 
3 1516, Ralph Geils, Reg. Bk I, fol. 345 
4 1516, John Malley, Reg. Bk I, fol. 19 
5 1517, Agnes Bayt, Reg. Bk I, fol. 313 
6 1517, Margaret Chattoke, Reg. Bk I, fol. 121 
7 1517, Thomas Eyreke, Reg. Bk I, fol. 82 
8 1517, Myles Lambert, Reg. Bk I, fol. II9 
9 1517, Walter Lyle, Reg. Bk I, fol. 79 

IO 1517, Walter May, Reg. Bk I, fol. 331 
II 1517, Richard Tough, Reg. Bk I, fol. 93 
12 1518, John Blackwen, Reg. Bk I, fol. 346 
13 1518, Thomas Grange, Reg. Bk II (1526-1533),69 fol. 41 
14 1518, Robert Pott, Reg. Bk I, fol. 381 
15 1519, Peter Bustell, Reg. Bk I, fol. 353 
16 1519, Margery Graves, Reg. Bk I, fol. 132 
17 1519, Richard Gyllott, Reg. Bk I, fol. 363 
18 1519, John Shepey, Reg. Bk I, fol. 288 
19 1520, Agnes Langthome, Reg. Bk I, fol. 377 
20 1520, Joan May, Reg. Bk I, fol. 373 
21 1520, Margaret Wall, Reg. Bk I, fol. 219 
22 1521, John Beyn, Reg. Bk I, fol. 290 
23 1521, William Coke, Reg. Bk I, fol. 389 
24 1521, Lawrence Grenys, Reg. Bk I, fol. 353 
25 1521, Patrick Mongunibere, Reg. Bk I, fol. 436 
26 1521, Agnes Ollyffe, Will 
27 1522, Richard Ayre, Reg. Bk I, fol. 193 
28 1522, Edward Bennytt, Reg. Bk I, fol. 180 
29 1522, Geoffrey Day, Reg. Bk I, fol. 183 
30 1522, William Ratt, Reg. Bk I, fol. 157 
31 1522, Thomas Smyth, Reg. Bk I, fol. 158 
32 1523, William Byngham, Reg. Bk I, fol. 440 
33 1523, Isabella Gyllot, Reg. Bk I, fol. 439 
34 1524, Richard Chevall, Reg. Bk I, fol. 455 
35 1524, John Martyne, Reg. Bk I, fol. 457 
36 1524, Robert Staples, Reg. Bk I, fol. 419 
37 1526, Margery Alexander, Will 
38 1526, Thomas Barker, Reg. Bk I, fol. 506 
39 1526, Catherine Bayley, Reg. Bk I, fol. 478 
40 1526, Richard Elyott, Reg. Bk I, fol. 475 
41 1526, Christopher Fell, Reg. Bk I, fol. 489 
42 1526, Thomas Friend, Will 
43 1526, William Nawnby, Reg. Bk I, fol. 486 
44 1526, Agnes Trygge, Will 
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45 1528, Richard Putt, Will 
46 1529, Robert Bullyvant, Will 
47 1530, Roger Cank, Will 
48 1531, Richard Beeston, Will 
49 1531, Nicholas Heyne, Reg. Bk II, fol. 38 
50 1532, William Borow, Reg. Bk I, fol. 198 
51 1532, Richard Raynald, Reg. Bk I, fol. 201 
52 1533, Margaret Couke, Reg. Bk I, fol. 217 
53 1533, Robert Phillips, Will 
54 1534, William Rubley, Reg. Bk II, fol. 91 
55 1535, Ralph Gassett, Will 
56 1535, William Kykham, Will 
57 1535, Richard Shipton, Will 
58 1536, William Manby, Reg. Bk II, fol. 86 
59 1536, Alice Ware, Will 
60 1537, John Best, Will 
61 1537, Catherine Coton, Will 
62 1538, Richard Brisbone, Will 
63 1538, Ralph Hill, Will 
64 1539, Robert Harrison, Will 
65 1539, Richard Kilby, Will 
66 1540, Laurence Chetell, Will 
67 1540, Richard Marshall, Will 
68 1542, John Lambert, Will 
69 1544, Robert Cowper, Will 
70 1544, Agnes Hewett, Will 
71 1544, Agnes Watson, Will 
72 1545, Robert Burton, Will 
73 1546, Thomas Holme, Will 
74 1546, Alice Staples, Will 
75 1546, Nicholas Wastell, Will 
76 1547, Thomas Plyroye, Will 

ST. MARY-DE-CASTRO 
77 1508, Thomas Alam, Reg. Bk I, fol. 82 
78 1512, William Gybson, Reg. Bk I, fol. 337 
79 1515, John Bayley, Reg. Bk I, fol. 47 
80 1515, Emme Edlyng, Reg. Bk I, fol. 37 
81 1517, William Jakeson, Reg. Bk I, fol. 310 
82 1518, Margaret Hering, Reg. Bk I, fol. 335 
83 1520, Richard Boldman, Will 
84 1521, John Chapman, Reg. Bk I, fol. 191 
85 1522, William Wright, Reg. Bk I, fol. 72 
86 1523, Peter Barber, Reg. Bk I, fol. 184 
87 1526, George Bockley, Reg. Bk I , fol. 412 
88 1526, Alice Chamberlayne, Reg. Bk I , fol. 400 
89 1526, John Morell, Reg. Bk I, fol. 412 
90 1526, Thomas Muncaster, Reg. Bk I, fol. 507 
91 1527, John Herying, Will 
92 1528, John Brown, Reg. Bk II, fol. 13 
93 1529, Richard Morgayn, Reg. Bk I, fol. 300 
94 1530, Richard Morgan, Will 
95 1531, Richard Ingulward, Will 
96 1531, John Jackson, Reg. Bk II, fol. 22 
97 1531, Sir Robert Starky, Reg Bk II, fol. 83; Reg. Bk I, fol. 205 
98 1532, John Wytte, Reg. Bk I, fol. 204 
99 1533, John Whytton, Reg. Bk II, fol. rn7 

roo 1534, John Koke Smith, Reg. Bk II, fol. 95 

49 
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IOI 1535, Nicholas Bayley, Will 
102 1535, Richard Leadbetter, Will 
103 1540, John Offam, Will 
104 1542, Joan T yde, Will 
105 1544, William Colinson, Will 
ro6 1544, Robert Rippley, Will 
107 1545, Richard Huddelston, Will 
108 1545?, William Wightman, Will 
109 N.d., Thomas Markbe, Will 

ALL HALLOWS 
uo 1517, John Hawes, Reg. Bk I, fol. 331 
III 1522, Hugh Tomson, Reg. Bk I, fol. 170 
u2 1520, John Dawson, Reg. Bk I, fol. 395 
u3 1539, Richard Baker, Will 
II4 1540, Dr. Ralph Burrell, Will 
II5 1546, William Halsope, Will 
u6 1546, Cuthbert Pott, Will 
II7 1519, Robert Kettell, Reg. Bk I, fo. 370 
u8 1519, Alice Best, Reg. Bk I, fol. 390 
II9 1521, Agnes Rowlett, Reg. Bk I, fol. 256 
120 1533, Richard Stockwell, Reg. Bk II, fol. 96 
121 1540, William Sharp, Will 
122 1546, William Hawkes, Will 

ST. NICHOLAS 

123 l5II, Alice Powell, Reg. Bk I, fol. 341 
124 1518, Isabell Bukerfyld, Reg. Bk II, fol. 41 
125 1516, Robert Hennarde, Reg. Bk I, fol. 382 
126 1543, William Bolte, Will 
127 1546, Richard Parker, Will 
128 1547, Agnes Bothe, Will 

ST. LEONARD 

129 1526, John Bassler, Reg. Bk I , fol. 504 
130 1526, John Osborn, alias Smith, Reg. Bk I, fol. 504 
131 1526, John Smith, Reg. Bk I, fgl. 507 
132 1526, William Turton, Reg. Bk I, fol. 500 
133 1529, Alice Wryth, Will 
134 1532, Richard Bowkett, Reg. Bk II, fol. III 
135 1533, William Aston, Reg. Bk II, fol. 107 
136 1536, Thomas Smith, Will 
137 1540, Margaret Webster, Will 

WIGSTON'S HOSPITAL 

138 1532, Richard Welsche, Reg. Bk I, fol. 212 
139 1534, Master William Fysher, Will 

NEW COLLEGE 

140 1516, Sir John Ingham, Reg. Bk I, fol. 339 
141 1517, Sir John Yngham, Reg. Bk I, fol. 97 
142 1519, Elizabeth Wigston, Reg. Bk I , fol. 368 
143 1521, Thomas Glen, Reg. Bk I, fol. 239 
144 1526, Agnes Lemyngton, Reg. Bk I , fol. 493 
145 1526, Sir Richard Smyth, Reg. Bk I, fol. 491 
146 1535, William Scott, Will 
147 1539, Sir William Reyde, Will 
148 1543, Sir John Osburne, Will 
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ABBREVIATIONS IN NOTES 

Bateson, Records: Mary Bateson, ed., Records of the Borough of Leicester, Vol. III 
(1905) 

C.J.B., Med. Leic.: C. J. Billson, Medieval Leicester (1920) 

H.H., Roll: Henry Hartopp, Roll of the Mayors and Lord Mayors of Leicester (1936) 

H.H., Register: Henry Hartopp, Register of the Freemen of L eicester, Vol. I (1927) 

L.A.S. Trans.: Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society, Transactions 

North, Accounts: Thomas North, Accounts of the Churchwardens of S. Martin's, 
Leicester (1884) 

A.H.T., Wyg. Hosp. Ree.: A. Hamilton Thompson, Wyggeston Hospital Records 
(1933) 

A.H.T., New Hosp. and Coll.: A. Hamilton Thompson, The History of the Hospital 
and College of the Annunciation of St. Mary in the Newarke, Leicester 
(1937) 

NOTES 

1. The figures in brackets refer to the number of the will in the Appendix vid. 
pp. 48-50. 

2. Lawrence Grevys, tailor, entered 1499-1500; auditor 1512-13 - H.H., Register, 
58; Bateson, Records, 469. 

3. Richard Gillot entered 1480-1; coroner 1491; mayor 1497 and 1512 - H.H., 
Roll, 46. 

4. Robert Staples, fletcher, entered 1488-9; mayor 1524 - ibid., 56. 
5. Nicholas Reynold, merchant of the Staple, entered 1513-14; mayor 1531, 1539 

and 1549 - ibid., 58. 
6. Robert Harryson, of Leic., entered 1513-14 - H.H., Register, 63. 
7. Roger Trigg, glover, entered 1469-70; mayor 1490 and 1501 - H.H., Roll, 45. 

John Trigg, 1st son of Roger, entered 1501-2 - H .H ., Register, 59. 
8. Richard Beeston, draper, entered 1490-1; mayor 1518 - H.H., Roll, 55. 
9. Widow of Walter May, mercer, entered 1478-9; mayor 1507 - ibid., 52. 

10. Richard Ayre, gentleman, entered 1493-4; mayor 1509 - ibid., 52. 
11. North, Accounts, 12 et seq. 
12. Walter Lyle entered 1479-80 - H.H., Register, 53. 
13. North, op cit., 12 et seq. 
14. Thomas Smith, draper, entered 1505-6; mayor 1517 - H.H., Roll, 54. 
15. Miles Lambert, glover, entered 1492-3 ; mayor 1508 - ibid., 52. 
16. Richard Reynold, wool-merchant, entered 1490-1; mayor 1505, 1513 and 1523 -

ibid., 5I. 
17. Thomas Herrick (Eyrick) was father of Nicholas, mayor 1552 and 1562, and of 

John, mayor 1557 and 1572 - ibid., 265. 
18. A.H.T., Wyg. Hosp. Ree., 51. 
19. A.H.T., New. Hosp. and Coll., 52, 122. 
20. Robert Burton entered 1521-2 - H.H., Register, 65. 
21. A.H.T., Wyg. Hosp. Ree., 50. 
22. Richard Tough, merchant, entered 1516-17 - H.H., R egister, 63. 
23. Thomas Frend, bowyer, entered 1491-2 - ibid., 56. 
24. Three men called John Marten, or Martyne, entered in possible years: the 

mercer in 1476-7, the tailor in 1488-9, the carpenter in 1516-17 - ibid., 53, 
55, 64. 

25. C.J.B., Med. Leic., 85, 138; L.A.S. Trans. XIV, 167 et seq. 
26. Robert Langthorne, tailor, entered 1488-9 - H.H., R egister, 55. 
27. V.C.H. Leicestershire, II, 40; C.J.B., M ed. Leic., 84, 85. 
28. L.A.S. Trans. XII, 74, 75. 
29. Ri~h_ard Chevall, ironmonge_r, entered 1496-7 - H .H., R egister, 58. 
30. Wilham Barro entered 155t-2 - ibid., 67. 
31. William Gibson, notary, entered 1464-5; mayor 1491 and 1500 - H.H., R oll, 

45. 
32. Widow of John Edlyn, corviser, entered 1469-70 - H .H., Register, 51. 
33. John Jakson, smith, entered 1489-90; John Jakeson, yeoman, entered 1512-13 -

ibid., 56, 63. 
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34. Richard Ledbeytter, glover, entered 1527-8 - ibid., 66. 
35. John Heryng, mason, entered 1502-3 - ibid., 60. 
36. William Colyson, husbandman, entered 1527-8 - ibid., 66. 
37. Richard Morgan, servant of Lord Hastings, entered 1502-3, ibid., 60. 
38. Sulpice or Sulpicius, bishop of Bourges in Acquitaine, died c. 647; his feast day 

is 17 January - Penguin Dictionary of Saints. 
39. William Jackson, slater, entered 1497-8 - H.H., Register, 58. 
40. This will is repeated in Register Book I, 1495-1536, fol. 205; which gives "a 

towel white with blue thread" and omits the jacket. 
41. William Colynson, husbandman, entered 1525-6 - H.H., Register, 66. 
42. Two men called John Brown entered in possible years: the carpenter in 1499-

1500, the cook in 1503-4 - ibid., 58, 60. 
43. This was probably St. Leonard's Hospital in Abbey Lane - C.J.B., Med. Leic., 

87, 88; V.C.H. Leicestershire II, 41, 42. 
44. Addlethorpe and Ingoldmells, Lines. 
44a. Sculptured alabaster tablets (as in this Plate) were often called "St. John's 

Heads" (W. H. St. John Hope, "On the sculptured alabaster tablets called St. 
John's Heads", Archawlogia 52 (1891), 669-708). 

45. Braunston Bridge - C.J.B., Med. Leics., 103. 
46. John Hawes, weaver, entered 1480-1; John Hawes, weaver, 1st son of John, 

entered 1510-u - H.H., Register, 54, 62. 
47. John Dawson, weaver, entered 1473-4 - ibid., 51. 
48. William Allsoppe, tanner, entered 1.523-4, ibid., 65. 
49. Cuthbert Pott, tanner, entered 1533-4 - ibid., 68. 
50. For Latin-English Dictionaries vid. H. S. Bennett, English Books & their 

Readers, 1475 to 1557 (Cambridge, 1952), 89-90. For English Bibles and Con
cordances vid. ed. S. L. Greenslade, The Cambridge History of the Bible (1963), 
527; T. H. Darlow & H. F. Moule, Historical Catalogue of the Printed Editions 
of Holy Scripture in the Library of the British & Foreign Bible Society, vol. i 
(1930), 13. 

51. For Perotti vid. Enciclopedia Italiana, s.v. Perotti; R. Weiss, Humanism in 
England during the Fifteenth Century (1941), 89-90. The Brigettine nuns at 
Syon possessed two copies of Cornucopia (M. Bateson, Catalogue of the Library 
of Syon Monastery, Isleworth (1898), 6, 9). 

52. Richard Stockwell, waterman, entered 1524-5 - H .H., Register, 65. 
53. William Bolte, butcher and grazier, mayor 1522 and 1534 - H.H., Roll, 56. 
54. A.H .T., Wyg. Hosp. Ree., 37, 120 etc. 
55. The Chapel of the Wigston hospital was dedicated to St. U.rsula. 
56. For Ludulphus of Saxony vid. M . Deanesly, The Lo/lard Bible (repr. 1966), 

177. The Brigettine nuns at Syon possessed several copies of it (vid. Bateson, 
op. cit., 70, 182, 183). 

57. He was sub-chanter; at Bishop Longland's visitation in 1525 he was described 
as "an honest man and of good conversation" - A.H.T ., New Hosp. and Coll., 
178. 

58. The Golden Legend of Jacobus de Voragine, Dominican archbishop of Genoa 
(d. 1298), was one of the best-known and most popular works of pious reading 
from its appearance in the thirteenth century. It was, naturally, one of the first 
books to be printed (1472-4) and was much re-printed. Caxton printed a trans
lation of it in 1483, which he reprinted in 1487. Wynkyn de Worde printed it 
again in 1493 and in 1498. It was a large book. Thomas Glen's copy could have 
been Caxton's translation which was entitled The Legende named in Latyn 
Legenda Aurea and this description is also followed by Wynkyn de Worde. 
The original Latin text does not appear to have been printed in England. 

59. The Dean, Master Robert Bone - ibid., 233. 
60. Burton, Gyllott and Swyllington were canons in the College; Beswyte and 

Lyderla]J.d were vicars - ibid., 233, 247, 243, 255, 254. 
61. Warton and Whittington, Lanes.; Harstall and Quyrdon, may, perhaps, be 

identified with Halsall and Quarlton, Lanes. 
62. Probably Bond's Hospital, founded 1506 - L. Fox, Coventry's Heritage, 30. 
63. John Lemyngton, entered 1469-70 - H .H., Register, 51. 
64. They are printed in full in A.H .T., Wyg. Hosp. Ree. 
65. i.e. near their son's chantry - ibid., xiii. 
66. ibid., xiv. 
67. L. Fox, Coventry's Heritage, 169. 
68. A.H .T ., Wyg. Hosp. Ree., xiii. 
69. Henry Hartopp, Leicester Wills, 1495-1649, 13. 


